ATHOROUGH EXPLANATION OF SURGERY AND A TREATMENT PLAN
DR. FASSLER PROVIDED THAT AND SO MUCH MORE WITH REASSURANCE AND CONFIDENCE."

‘| needed answers, a thorough explanation of
surgery and a treatment plan in order to feel
comfortable moving ahead,” said Jenifer.

“Dr. Fassler provided that and so much more
with reassurance and confidence.”

uring his comprehensive evaluation

with Jenifer, Dr. Fassler learned she

also had been experiencing symptoms
from previously diagnosed uterine fibroids
(honcancerous growths of the uterus).
Therefore, Dr. Fassler consulted with
Mark S. Shahin, MD, director, Hanjani Institute
for Gynecologic Oncology and interim
director, Rosenfeld Cancer Center, AH.
Jenifer's case was also discussed by
Abington’s team of specialists from various
disciplines who meet routinely to share
expertise for each cancer patient in cancer
evaluation conferences. Together, they
review diagnostic studies and discuss
treatment recommendations for patients
as well as for community members seeking
second opinions.

u" dditionally, patients like Jenifer also
benefit from Abington Hospital's
participation in the consortium for the

National Accreditation Program for Rectal

Cancer (NAPRC),” said Dr. Fassler. This group is

comprised of healthcare institutions that have

come together with the purpose of improving

the quality of rectal cancer care in the U.S.

through advocacy, education and research.

“When considering Jenifer's case, our team
was concerned about the risk of cancer
potentially spreading to the uterus and
ovaries,” said Dr. Fassler. Because
hysterectomy (surgical removal of the

uterus) was a treatment option for Jenifer's
symptomatic fibroids, the team recommended
that hysterectomy, as well as the removal of
the fallopian tubes and ovaries, be performed
at the same time as the bowel surgery.

Jenifer was especially pleased to learn

Drs. Fassler and Shahin would perform their
respective procedures through the same small
incisions. “They gave me a two-for-one deal,”
she joked.

A few weeks after surgery, Jenifer began her
six-month chemotherapy regimen. Her prior
work experience had prepared her well for
this treatment, which would test her stamina.
Before immigrating to the United States in
2006 to work as a certified nursing assistant,
Jenifer had served for nearly a decade as a
firefighter in Trinidad. She was no stranger to
endurance or perseverance.

or several months during chemo

treatments, Jenifer was able to enjoy her

favorite activities — gym classes, outdoor
bike riding and hiking — at her own pace.
Although cancer-related fatigue kept Jenifer
from turning the pedals during her final
weeks of treatment, her spirits remained high.
Today, Jenifer is cancer free and flying once
again, with a steady cadence and solid grip
on life's sweet ride.

For more information about our
surgeons, physicians and services, visit
Jefferson.edu/AbingtonCancer or call
the cancer helpline, 800-405-HELP.

Skin Cancer Screening — FREE

Skin cancer is one of the most common and curable types of cancer.

Dermatologists will perform a screening for skin cancer, as well as

lesions at risk of cancer. Skin cancer rates continue to increase and it

is becoming more common among younger adults. This program is

provided for the uninsured or underinsured. By appointment only.
date: Saturday, May 11

time: 9tollam
location: Abington Health Center — Blue Bell
OR
date: Tuesday, May 17
time: 5:30 to 7:30 pM
location: Abington Hospital, Ambulatory
Services Unit, Widener Building
OR

date: Saturday, May 21
8:30 to 10:30 am
Abington — Lansdale Hospital

time:
location:

toregister: 215-361-6708

Prostate Cancer at Jefferson

The Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson has joined

14 other leading academic medical centers in the nation’s premier
prostate cancer clinical trials group — the Prostate Cancer Clinical
Trials Consortium (PCCTC).

The membership not only gives Jefferson patients
access to groundbreaking clinical trials from across
the country, but brings Jefferson'’s research in
prostate cancer to centers across the United States.
This will help researchers to complete their studies
faster, and bring much needed novel therapies

to patients sooner.

For more information, visit Jefferson.edu/ClinicalTrials-cancer.
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